Fueling Station 2: Key to John 3:16
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“For God so loved the world that whoever believes (continue in your believing and faithfulness
to Christ) in Him shall not perish (be cut off) but have eternal life (age long life).

*eternal
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Strong's Concordance
aiénios: agelong, eternal
Original Word: aioviog, ia, 1ov
Partof Speech: Adjective
Transiiteration: ai6nios
Phonetic Spelling: (ahee-o-nee-0s)
agelong, eteral
Usage: age-long, and therefore: practically eternal, unending; partaking of the
character of that which lasts for an age, as contrasted with that which is brief
and fleeting.

Definition:

HELPS Word-studies

Cognate: 166 aibnios (an adjective, derived from 165 /aién (‘an age, having
a particular characterand quality) - properly,"age-like’ (‘like-an-age’), i.e.
"age-characteristic" (the quality describing a particular age); (figuratively) the
unique quality (reality) of God's life at work in the believer,i.e. as the Lord
manifests His self-existent lfe (as itis in His sinless abode of heaven).
"Eternal (166 /aibnios) life operates simultaneously outside of time, inside of
time, and beyond time - i.e. what gives time its everlasting meaning for the
believer through faith, yet is also time-independent. See 165 (aidn)

[166 (aidnios) does not focus on the future per se, but rather on the quality of
the age (165 /aiér) it relates to. Thus believers live in “eternal (166 /aibnios)
life" right now, experiencing this quality of God’s ife now as a present
possession. (Note the Gk present tense of having etemal lfe in Jn 3:36, 5:24,
6:47;f. Ro 6:23)]
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Englishman's Concordance
Matthew 18:8 Adj-ANS
GRK: rip 1o aidviov

NAS: and be cast info the eternal fire.
KJV: to be cast into ever/as: fire.

INT: fire eterna

Matthew 19:16 Adj-AFS
GRK: od Coilv aidviov

NAS: that | may obtain eternal life?
KJV: that | may have eternallife?
INT: | might have life eterna

Matthew 19:29 Adj-AFS
GRK: xail Loy aidviov khnpovoprioe:

NAS: and willinherit eternallife.
KJV: and shall inherit ever/astinglife.
INT: and life eternal will inherit

Matthew 25:41 Adj-ANS
GRK: ip 10 aidviov 16 fropacpévoy,

NAS: from Me, accursed ones, into the cternalfire
KJV: into everlasting fire,

INT:fire eternalwhich has been prepared

Matthew 25:46 Adj-AFS

GRK: elg k6haowv aidviov of 6

NAS: will go away into eternal punishment,
KJV: into everlasting punishment

INT: into punishment eternal moreover
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Englishman's Concordance
Matthew 7:14 N-AFS

GRK: el Ty Cwiv ai dhiyor

NAS: that leads o /ife, and there

KJV: leadeth unto /ife, and few

INT: to /ife and few

Strong's Concordance
z6é: life

original Word: Cor, i,

Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine

Transliteration: 266

Phoneti Spelling: (dzo-ay)

Definition: life

Usage: life, both of physical (present) and of spiritual (particularly future)
existence.

Matthew 18:8 N-AFS

GRK: g Ty Cwv uMov i

NAS: for you to enter /ife crippled
KJV: for thee to enter into /fe halt or
INT: into /ife crippled or

HELPS Word-studies
2222 266 - life (physical and spiritual). Alllife (2222 /266), throughout the

universe, is derived - i.e. it always (only) comes from and is sustained by
God’s self-existent life. The Lord intimately shares His gift of life with people,
creating each in His image which gives all the capacity to know His eternal
life.

Copyright © 1987, 2011 by Helps Minisiries, Inc

Matthew 18:9 N-AFS

GRK: €ig Tijv Conv eioehBeiv ij

NAS: for you to enter /7= with one eye,
KJV:into /ife with one eye,

INT: into the /i7e to enter [rather] than

Matthew 19:16 N-AFS

GRK:fva oy Lwily aidviov
NAS: that | may obtain eternal /ife?
KJV: I may have eternal /ife?

HELPS ™~ Word-studies
Free Downloads
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Strong's Concordance Englishman's Concordance
apollumi: to destroy, destroy utterly Matthew 2:13 V-ANA
Original Word: GTTOAAUI GRK: Traiiov 100 émmoAéoal auté
Part of Spaoch: Verb NAS: for the Child 10 y Him.
Transiitration: apollumi KJV: seek the young child 1o destroy him.
Phonetic Spalling: (ap-ol-loo-mee) INT: child t0 destroy him
Definition: to destroy, destroy utterly
Usage: (a) | kill, destroy, (b) | lose, mid: | am perishing (the resultant death Matthew 5:29 V-ASM-3S
being viewed as certain). GRK: 001 va dméAnTal Ev Tiov
NAS: it from you, for it is better /o1
HELPS Word-studies KJV: of thy members t
INT: for you that should perish one of the
622 apolymi (from 575 /apd, "away from; which intensifies ollym to

destroy’) - properly, fully destroy, cutting off entirely (note the force of the
prefix, 575 /apd)

622 /apdllymi (‘violently/completely perish®) implies permanent (absolute)
destruction, ie. to cancel out (remove); ‘to die, with the implication of ruin and
destruction’ (L & N, 1, 23.106); cause to be Jost (utterly perish) by

Matthew 5:30 V-ASM-3S

GRK: 0ol iva améAnTan v 10V

KJV: of thy members sfou/d perish, and not
INT: for you that s/ou/d perish one of the

Matthew 8:25 V-PIM-1P

experiencing a miserable end.
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Intro: This “eternal life” is the life of promise when Jesus finally reigns on the earth and sits on
the throne of David just like the angel Gabriel declared to Mary and the prophets of old
proclaimed a coming ruler and day of restoration. In the race to the kingdom, this is the next
phase or “age” of the fulfillment of Genesis chp 3 of crushing the serpents “head”. It is also a
fulfillment of restored inheritance: intimacy, rule, and land! To “perish” actually means to be
“cut-off” from this glorious inheritance and not perishing in hell for all eternity!



“And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the
garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you
eat of it you shall surely die.””

Genesis 2:16-17 ESV

*This death began as a separation of innocence, a level of intimacy with God, rulership over the
earth, and residence in the garden. Eventually it would lead to physical death due to lack of
access to the tree of life.

*It is interesting to note that “in the day” of eating with the insight given by Peter that a day to
God is liken to 1,000 years, that Adam and Eve after being kicked out of the garden lived 930
years.

Blessings versus consequences:

Garden with all its benefits:

“And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and
subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over
every living thing that moves on the earth.””

Genesis 1:28 ESV

Vs.

“therefore the Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden to work the ground from which he
was taken. He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim
and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life.”

Genesis 3:23-24 ESV

The ease of “be fruitful and multiply”’:

Vs.

“To the woman he said, “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring
forth children...” And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and
have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,” cursed is the ground
because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall
bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your face you shall
eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust
you shall return.””

Genesis 3:16-19 ESV

Rulership and Dominion w/healthy relationships:

VS.



“Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out.”
John 12:31 ESV

“...Your desire shall be contrary to your husband, but he shall rule over you.”
Genesis 3:16b ESV

*Note: It is important to point out that nowhere is heaven or hell mentioned but only a depiction
of them based on the story.

Heaven=garden with privileges
Hell=outside garden with consequences

*Nowhere does God have them floating in space with angels playing harps and nowhere does he
cast them into a fiery pit for all eternity.

Same story between life and death in the New Covenant:

“For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. But what fruit were
you getting at that time from the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those
things is death. But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the
fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life.”

Romans 6:20-22 ESV

*notice the life and death theme again. Several of our other articles address the sanctification
salvation part of this verse heavily. But pay close attention to the future implications that Paul
gives as both a warning and reward to the church. The fruit we bear now not sinning but serving
God as “slaves” of righteousness is key to being sanctified and receiving eternal life at the “end”.
This life is the promise of God to receive glorification in the “age” of the millennial reign of
Jesus and “life” pertaining to the inheritance of ruling and reigning in the promised land.

*slave
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Strong's Concordance Englishman's Concordance
ve Matthew 8:9 N-DMS

NAS Exhar

*this understanding of a slave is key to Pauls argument. The word actually means bond servant.
The important difference between a Roman slave and a bond-slave for Jesus is considerable.

Jesus calls us His own personal servants:

“Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have
from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your
body.”

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 ESV

““For it is just like a man about to go on a journey, who called his own slaves and entrusted his
possessions to them.”
Matthew 25:14 NASB

*own
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Strong's Concordance Englishman's Concordance
Matthew 9:1 Adi-AFS

GRK: gig TV iSiav oA

NAS: [the seal and came iy,
KJV: came into ity

INT: to [his] own city

, belonging to one, private, personal; ones own people, one's  Matthew 14:13 Adi-AFS
own family, home, property. GRK: T6TIOV Kar' iBiav Kal GKodoavTEg
NAS: place and when the people
HELPS Word-studies INT: place apart also having heard [of it]

2398 idios (a primitive word, NAS dictionary) - properly, uniquely one's own,  Matthew 14:23 Adj-AFS
peculiarto the individual. 2398 /idios (‘uniquely one's own')is “stronger than  GRK: 8pog kar' iSiav Tipooesgacbal dwiag
the simple possessive pronoun (own). This emphatic adjective means NAS:u

A the mountain to pray;
‘private, personal * (WS, 222), INT: m

in apart 1o pray Evening

y Discove Matthew 17:1 Adj-AFS
To See What's Lost I v kar iSiav

NAS Exhai  “700c

Jesus defines greatness as a servant:

“It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and
whoever would be first among you must be your slave, even as the Son of Man came not to be
served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.””

Matthew 20:26-28 ESV

*nothing Jesus wasn’t willing to do for the love of His Father and the pay off!

Jesus invites faithful servants even closer:

““This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love has no
one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I
command you. No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is
doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known
to you.”

John 15:12-15 ESV

This is a race for inheritance not heaven or hell:

“So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. For if you live
according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you
will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not receive the
spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by
whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are
children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided
we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.”



Romans 8:12-17 ESV

This inheritance is not a guarantee but a privilege received by being found faithful:

“Note then the kindness and the severity of God: severity toward those who have fallen, but
God’s kindness to you, provided you continue in his kindness. Otherwise you too will be cut
off.”

Romans 11:22 ESV

Context, Context, Context:

“Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the
kingdom of God.” Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.”

John 3:3, 5 ESV

“If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you
heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the
Son of Man.”

John 3:12-13 ESV

*clearly the context of John chapter 3 is explaining the kingdom and not heaven and hell, even to
the Pharisees whom Jesus is talking to. If Jesus wanted to communicate a message about heaven
or hell he could have easily done it here.

Old Testament examples brought back into the New Testament are key!

“And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that
whoever believes in him may have eternal life.”
John 3:14-15 ESV

*the life God was offering at that time was an earthly promise land and the purpose of lifting up
the serpent was for bodily healing in order to continue that voyage!

“For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all
passed through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all
drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and
the Rock was Christ. Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, for they were
overthrown in the wilderness. Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not
desire evil as they did.”

1 Corinthians 10:1-2, 4-6 ESV




“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not
perish but have eternal life.”
John 3:16 ESV

*clearly perish it to lose out on the inheritance and the inheritance is promised during a very
specific time period or age, the 1,000 yr reign of Jesus Christ also called eternal life!

“Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge was
committed. Also I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and
for the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not
received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ for
a thousand years. The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.
This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection!
Over such the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they
will reign with him for a thousand years.”

Revelation 20:4-6 ESV

*This reign clearly has not happened yet and is the highly anticipated event throughout the
history of the Bible where the promises of restored inheritance will finally take place!!

Questions for contemplation:

1. How often as a Christian have you heard John 3:16?

2. Have you ever heard or been apart of a big evangelistic crusade? What was the main message
of salvation that you understood?

3. If Jesus himself said in John 17 that eternal life was to know Him and His Father, what
implications does this have to now being told that its also referring to a specific time period
called the millennial reign?

4. Does this make “knowing” God more of an important topic? Does it make important the times
when Jesus says “I never knew you” or “I do not know you” take on more meaning and why?

5. My favorite use of John 3:16 was when Tim Tebow put it in his eye black when playing for
the national title in college. Gods finger prints were all over the statistics: 316 passing yards,
31.6 yard per completion, and 3.16 yards per rush. How is the race to the kingdom like
playing for a national championship?

*Remember be a good Berean and be diligent in studying the scriptures to show yourself
approved and encourage others to do the same!



Additional insight:

“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes,
which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— the life
was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life,
which was with the Father and was made manifest to us— that which we have seen and heard we
proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is
with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.”

1 John 1:1-3 ESV

*Eternal life is the person of Jesus Christ and since He will be on earth reigning for a millennium
what does say about the offer to receive it?



